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DEPAR&ENT OF THE INTERIOR 
~VFORMAT~~N SERVICE 

Increased taking of jack rabbits and other domestic rabbits and hares to 
reli& the shortage in pelts used for the &nnfa!zture of felt hats was urged 
yesterday (Oct. ‘3) by the Fish and Wildlife Service of’ the Department of the 
Interior and’the War Production Board. - 

Domestic wild rabbits, especially jack rabbits, long considered by far- 
mers to be econdmic’pests, em be made a natural resource of consider@ble value, 
t&a‘-.agencies ,.sa.id.. The &e&can, hat industry, now facing a tQ$t supply sit- 
uation since the war reduced rabbit skin imports, is in argent need of more,, raL 
bit ?elts to meet ~trade~requirements; I , ..I . ., 

Rabbit fur is essential. in the hat industry’;‘;. H. Bleistein, New York fur 
dealer and consult&it .on fur problems for WP& -explained.. A.large portion of the 
.sk+s im$orted in, norpial t%mes came from countries ‘now controlled by. the A@..; : 
powers. Besides the .‘eurtailment of imports, inroads into ‘hat &era! supplies have 
been made by the .fur ttie, whioh’uses rabbit skins ta make fur coats and.. to trim 
cloth coats . .* . . ,* . . . , ‘. . . .‘I 

&’ fel; +cjrtage’ threatens to reach serio& proportions, n k; .‘Bleistein 
said.. ‘.nUnless- we in&ease immediately Xhe present volume of rabbit fur taken 
from domestic wild rabbits; the ‘hat industzy will face a raw material shortage. s ., 

Plans. have been laid bjz ‘the :War Production ‘Board, -the Fish and Wildlife Se- : 
ice ‘and.the felt’ hat indu&ry to stimulate the taking of wikd rabbits. Fish and 

*Wildlife Service officials believe that a la.rge.quantity of wild rabbits could be 
obtained if farmkrs and ianddnners received suff?cient.money for.their labor in 
taking, skinning and drying the pelts. ‘..:s- . . ‘L a : 

A statement: on the subjebt from the’ hat .industry. said t&hat even in the event 
O$ decline in the hat indust@,~there would,be no difficulty in consuming very 
large quantities of domestic wil& rabbit$. rXt .added that with the establishment 
of pride”ceiling$, the element of speculation: would,not be injected into the 
Fbbi t budness. * . . . . . ~ . ‘. ’ , 

Frank,G.‘Ashbrook, in charge of the Fish~end’Wi$.life Service’s fur’work, 
Who wa.6 recently apnointed as an advisor to the War Department on furs and the 
fur industry, declared that not only will trappers and hatters benefit from the 
increased taking of wild rabbits in Western States but that farmers will welcome 
the idea. 



These animals do considerable damago to grain, hay, gcarden truck and other 
farm crops, especially on lands recently opened to cultivation, and arc among 
the most:-eerious pests with which farmers have to contend. Both the large and 
the smell rabbits feed exclusively on vegetation. Jack rabbits, however, are 
by far the most destructive because of their size and their great abundance in 
parts of their range. 

“Greater efforts to trap rabbits will thus serve a t~fold.purposo,s tie 
Ashbrook said. The essential rabbit skins needed fo$ ‘the American felt hat 
industry will be secured and valuable agricultural crops will be saved from 

_ loescs through’zabbit depredations, Any step taken today ‘to protect OUT food 
supplies riids the war program. s 

%?@u%ati’on~ of j&k rabbits oxhdbit cycles during which they build up lo 
a saturat%on’ point, cvrd then are ‘dra.stically rcduccd by disease, &%kC& : biof* 
gists explained. A cycle is completed about every seven--years, d fkough : 
it may vary from five to 10 years. . i 

- 
&Co@Wg to information av&lable to the Ser+iCs, in@&a.tions ,a.re favorable, 

cycli&XLQ+ i -*fs? a large Quantity of rabbits, this coming winter;. &is is pa&i+ 
ularw. ‘t&e” &a K&as, Nebraska,’ the Dakolqs, !Ch3ho, Utah, easteh Oregon, and 
Colc&a&, heirs will find it possible, therefore, throw We uti$kzation of. 
pelts,, to obtain some reimbursement for capturing cro-@-=destroying &&bits, .,. . 8. 

#oC.persons inte,&&d’ ip trappi rabbits, the $eq@<e s&s&s the dm- 
portahce of ‘stieti&irzg and wng ‘skins pro&rly as otherw&se .$h&r -?mhw is 
greatly re$kim&: !4&e ~followingmethod, -ext’jca&od from s&$&&t &&Q&ion, s &v 
Mr. &shbroo& aniL Charles -E. Kellogg, c~1othexF $ervioe- biol,#& 6% ,’ is ‘$eqbm+~ed$ I,,‘,.. . 

mle still warm skins to be cured should be placed f3.e&, .&de out, the 
fore part over, the narrow end of \A.re or bo@ formers ,#r 

, taken to rfAovq all w@kles, (6%tisfaotorg skin. 8@.pym 
. willow Wig& 8hfn@es or boards \ since galvanis6ev8 w$re is no 

Y’ !this eqpipment ha8, bgen called a s&etcher, s,pUt the .te 
j Blrr(311pjous: @&esston; rt is not ifesimble to stretch the ‘&ns 

tends tcr weak&x. cs~@Xn parts ant3 also opens the fur, 
ithe $4&to ‘%hWd~bty examIn& to w I&&t, the edg& 4ge 
skin. t?f ‘(the %r& legs’ is stx%&jhtened ‘out. 

&&bit skins shoqld not be dried in the sun or by artifici,.& heat% and 
. they WoxUd be hung I;n, such a way as to &sre the benefit 60 ,free ‘C&&l&ion 

of a&r. AU $tbk maat + thcpq#ly dky before. being pe. If :$bek ye not 
to.‘be Wpp&I’for some ,tIme after being dried, they“should: ‘be bury; $0 loose 
bundles Of 50 in a cool dry place m from rats and mice.. If ti&(are kept 
azq len&h of time in a warm climate or during the summer, they &xnLLd be spri* 
kled with nep’t;ha flakes, Salt should never be used. in curing rabbit- sk$$&;.. l_, 
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